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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 3, 
2005, as Child Health Day. I call upon fami-
lies, schools, child health professionals, faith- 
based and community organizations, and 
governments to help all our children discover 
the rewards of good health and wellness. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:56 a.m., October 4, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 5. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 1, 2005 

Good morning. This week I met with the 
generals who are overseeing our efforts in 
Iraq—Generals Abizaid and Casey—to dis-
cuss our strategy for victory. They updated 
me on the operations in Baghdad last week-
end, in which Iraqi and coalition forces 
tracked down and killed the second most 
wanted Al Qaida leader in Iraq. This brutal 
killer was a top lieutenant of the terrorist 
Zarqawi. He was also one of the terrorists 
responsible for the recent wave of attacks in 
the Iraqi capital, which is part of the terrorist 
campaign to halt political progress in Iraq, 
by stopping this month’s referendum on the 
Iraqi constitution. 

Our strategy in Iraq is clear: We’re hunting 
down deadly terrorist leaders. We’re con-
ducting aggressive counterterrorism oper-
ations in the areas where the terrorists are 
concentrated. We are constantly adapting our 
tactics to the changing tactics of the terror-
ists, and we’re training more Iraqi forces to 
assume increasing responsibility for their 
country’s security. 

The growing size and increasing capability 
of the Iraqi security forces are helping our 
coalition address a challenge we have faced 
since the beginning of the war. It used to 
be that after we cleared the terrorists out of 
a city, there were not enough qualified Iraqi 
troops to maintain control. So if we left to 
conduct missions in other areas of Iraq, the 
terrorists would try to move back in. Now 
the increasing number of more capable Iraqi 
troops has allowed us to keep a better hold 
on the cities we have taken from the terror-
ists. The Iraqi troops know their people and 
their language, and they know who the ter-
rorists are. By leaving Iraqi units in the cities 
we have cleared out, we can keep those cities 
safe, while moving on to hunt down the ter-
rorists in other parts of the country. 

We used this approach recently in Iraq’s 
northwest region, where Iraqi and coalition 
forces targeted an area that was one of the 
main routes for foreign terrorists entering 
Iraq from Syria. During operations in the key 
town of Tall ‘Afar, Iraqi security forces out-
numbered coalition forces for the first time 
in a major offensive operation. Because of 
our joint efforts, hundreds of insurgents and 
terrorists have been killed or captured or 
flushed out, and our continued efforts will 
make it more difficult for foreign terrorists 
to enter Iraq. 

As part of our strategy, Iraqi forces have 
stayed behind in Tall ‘Afar to ensure that the 
terrorists cannot return and regroup. And co-
alition and Iraqi troops are pursuing the ter-
rorists in western Iraq, working to deny Al 
Qaida a safe haven there and to stop terror-
ists from crossing into the country through 
Syria. 

I’m encouraged by the increasing size and 
capability of the Iraqi security forces. Today, 
they have more than 100 battalions operating 
throughout the country, and our com-
manders report that the Iraqi forces are serv-
ing with increasing effectiveness. In fact, this 
week coalition forces were able to turn over 
security responsibility for one of Iraq’s larg-
est cities, Karbala, to Iraqi soldiers. As Iraqi 
forces show they’re capable of fighting the 
terrorists, they are earning the trust and con-
fidence of the Iraqi people, which will ensure 
the success of a free and democratic Iraq. 
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More difficult and dangerous work still lies 
ahead. The terrorists have a history of esca-
lating their attacks before Iraq’s major polit-
ical milestones, and two elections are fast ap-
proaching. In 2 weeks, Iraqis will vote on a 
democratic constitution, and if that constitu-
tion is approved, they will return to the polls 
later this year to elect a fully constitutional 
government. 

As Iraqis take these next steps on the path 
to freedom and democracy, the terrorists will 
do everything they can to stop this progress 
and try to break our will. They will fail. De-
feating the terrorists in Iraq will require 
more time and more sacrifice. Yet all Ameri-
cans can have confidence in the military com-
manders who are leading the effort in Iraq 
and in the troops under their command. 
They have made important gains in recent 
weeks and months. They are adapting our 
strategy to meet the needs on the ground, 
and they’re helping us to bring victory in the 
war on terror. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, 
combatant commander, U.S. Central Command; 
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, commanding 
general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; and senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks Announcing the 
Nomination of Harriet E. Miers To 
Be an Associate Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court 

October 3, 2005 

In our great democracy, the Supreme 
Court is the guardian of our constitutional 
freedoms and the protector of our founding 
promise of equal justice under the law. Over 
the past 5 years, I’ve spoken clearly to the 
American people about the qualities I look 
for in a Supreme Court Justice. A Justice 
must be a person of accomplishment and 
sound legal judgment. A Justice must be a 
person of fairness and unparalleled integrity. 
And a Justice must strictly apply the Con-

stitution and laws of the United States, and 
not legislate from the bench. 

This summer I nominated an individual to 
the High Court who embodies all these char-
acteristics. And this morning our Nation can 
be proud when John Roberts opens a new 
Supreme Court session as the 17th Chief Jus-
tice of the United States. 

It is now my duty to select a nominee to 
fill the seat that will be left vacant by the 
retirement of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. 
Once again, I considered a wide variety of 
distinguished Americans from different walks 
of life. Once again, we consulted with Demo-
crats and Republicans in the United States 
Senate. We received good advice from more 
than 80 Senators. And once again, one person 
stood out as exceptionally well suited to sit 
on the highest court of our Nation. 

This morning I’m proud to announce that 
I am nominating Harriet Ellan Miers to serve 
as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 
For the past 5 years, Harriet Miers has 
served in critical roles in our Nation’s Gov-
ernment, including one of the most impor-
tant legal positions in the country, White 
House Counsel. She has devoted her life to 
the rule of law and the cause of justice. She 
will be an outstanding addition to the Su-
preme Court of the United States. 

Harriet was born and raised in Dallas, 
Texas. She attended public schools. When ill-
ness struck her family during her freshman 
year in college, Harriet went to work to help 
pay for her own education. She went on to 
receive a bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
and a law degree from Southern Methodist 
University. 

Over the course of a distinguished legal 
career, Harriet has earned the respect and 
admiration of her fellow attorneys. She has 
a record of achievement in the law, as well 
as experience as an elected member of the 
Dallas City Council. She served at high levels 
of both State and Federal Government. Be-
fore State and Federal courts, she has tried 
cases and argued appeals that covered a 
broad range of matters. She’s been a leader 
in the American Bar Association and has 
been recognized by the National Law Journal 
as one of the most powerful attorneys in 
America. 
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